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my Hes eh and * Preaching wat 
not with. enticing. Morel. f Aan a 
.. W; ſdom, buch in Demonſtration of the 
Spirit, and of Power: 

That your Faith ſhow d not ſtand in OY 
Wiſdom 11 A2 A in rr Power: 
of Gad 1 


1 
4 


N HEA Ap poſtle i in the Firk chen: of 
EST. 1 this Epiſtle, takes notice of ſome Di- 
8: vilions in the Church of Corinth, 
ick aroſe from the different Per- 

, Few that had Preach'd the Goſpel; 
ver. Ii, and 12, & hath been detlared anto me, 


. Jou my Brethren, by them whithr are of the Hoaſe 


Cloe, that there are Contentions among b: 
ow this I ſay, that every one of you faith, 

Fam of Paul, and I of Apollos, auI of Cephas, 

a Le, Chrig: But he tells them at the 1 zth' 
veiſe, that the ſeveral Perſons that hall been 
employ'd' in tlieit Converfion and Confirma- 
tion 


6 The Advantage of 
tion in the Faith, did Preach the ſame Goſpel ; 
and therefore that they had no Reaſon to ran 
themſelves under different Teachers and Mi 
ſters of the Church, or to enter into Diſputes - 
and run into Diviſions upon that account. - 5 | 
ſays the Apoſtle, s Chriſt divided? Wiz Pau 
crucified for you ? Or were ge baptiz'd in the Name 
Paul? That is, don't we all lay the ſame 
oundation, which is Chrift Jeſus, and build 
the ſame Doctrines and Precepts upon it: 
But then he tells them further, that Chri- 
ſtianity was not Founded upon the ford of 
Wit and Eloquence: Chriſt ſent me to Preach 
the Goſpel, not with Wiſdom: of Word 
leaſt the Croſs of Chriſt ſhou'd be made »* 
none effect; and that God had choſen the 
fooliſh Things of this World to confcund the 
wiſe, and weak Things of this World, to confound 
the Things that are mighty, and baſe Thi 
of the, World, and Things which, are deſpiſed | 
hath God choſen, yea, and Things which are. 
not, to bring to nought Things that are: That 
is, Chriſtianity, how weak ſoever and con- 
temptible it now appears in its Profeſſors, .ſhal 
every Day gain more and more Ground, and. - 
be at length too hard for Men of. the greateſt. 


Learning and Power in the World, either, by: 
bringing them over to the Belief of this, 
Doctrine, or by confounding their Infidelity, 
by the mighty Force and Demonſtration of it: 
ut not purely by Humane Means and; Wörle 
\ op 
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Learning in Religion. 7 
1y Deſigns, that as the Apoſtle ſays, No Fleſb 
od glory in his Preſence, but according as it us 
written, he that Glorieth, let him Glory in the Lord. 
And therefore, ſays the Apoſtle, My Speech 
and my —_— was not with inticing Words o 
Man's Wiſdom, but in Demonſtration of the Spirit, 
and of Power, that your Faith ſhou'd not ſt and 
in the Wiſdom of Men, but in the Power of God: 
The natural Meaning of which Words ſeems 
to be this, that as Chriſtianity was of a Diving 
Inſtitution, ſo it depended purely upon a Di- 
vine Aſſiſtance; not that the Apoſtle did in- 
tend by theſe Words to condemn the uſe of 
Human Learning in Religion, as ſome either 
ignorantly or wilfully have miſtaken him, but 
his Deſign is to aſſert, that it was not built u 
on that Foundation, neither did it ſubſiſt upon 
it, but purely upon a Divine Power. 
And therefore in Diſcourſing upon theſe 
Words, I ſhall treat of theſe Two Things. 


I. That Humane Learning, and a due 
uſe of our Reaſon, are not only allowable, but 
are great helps to us in Matters of Religion, 
and in a right Underſtanding of the Scriptures. 
II. I ſhall ſhew, that notwithſtanding 
this, our Faith ſtands not in the Wiſdom of 
Men, but in Demonſtration of the Spirit and 
Power of God, according 


and Intent of the Apoſtle. 


to the true Meaning 


Firſt, 
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Firſt, Humane Learning, and a due uſe of 
our Reaſon, are not only allowable, buy 
are great Helps to us in Matters of Religion, 
and a right Underſtanding of the: Scriptures, 
And this will appear, I think, to be very 
evident ; if, 

1//, From the Nature of the Thing, and the 
Deſign and Reaſon of God's implanting in 
us ſo noble a Principle. FE 1 

2d, From the Practice of the Apoſtle in this 

tter. MEX 3; | ent 

1%, From the Nature of the Things and the 
Deſign of God's Implanting in us fo noble a 
Principle: How diſreſpectfully ſoever ſome Men 
ſpeak of Reaſon, and of the Advantages, which 
a due Exerciſe and Improvement of it brings 
to Mankind, certainly it does nat deſerve: ſueh 
hard Words and ſevere Expreſſions. In our 
Dealings and Affairs in the World, we reckon 
it a mighty help, and a great Inſtrument, ta 
promote our Happineſs, and to turn our Labour 
and Induſtry to the beſt Account: And can we 
think, that we muſt not make uſe of this in 
Religion, which is of a far greater Concern and 
Conſequence; and indeed the principal and 
chief End of God's fixing ſo wiſe and knowing 
a Principle in us? In every thing elſe we-allow 
ourſelves to Act upon this Principle; and is Re» 
ligion only an unreaſonable Thing? Ought not 

eligion to be the great Buſineſs and Concern, 
and Employment of the Soul? And is not — 


4 
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Soul: the) Spring and Origin of Reaſon. and 
Judgment, of Senſe and Knowledge, of Wiſ⸗ 
dom and Prudence? The Being of ax God, 
Which is the Foundation of all Religion, is diſ- 
coverable by Human Reaſon, and ſtrikes the 
Mind of-a: confidering Man, with an irreſiſtible 
Conviction: It is by this wiſe Inſtrument we 
find and axe pertain, that there is an Almigh+ 
ty. God; that Made h, and does Govern: us; 
and that neither We. nog: the World, nor any 
thing beſides. Himſelf, is eternal: And What is 
more, all Revelation ſuppoſes a God; becauſe 
this is ſuppes'd to bs. Inis Will, Which he ha: 
by ſuch Ways and Means, as he has judg d 
moſt proper and convenient, delivered to Man- 
kind for the Rule of their acting; and the Meas 

re: and Standard of their Obedience: But we 
Have no other way of finding out which. is God's 
Revelation, and which is not, but by examin- 
ing the Pretęences that are made to it, that is, 
whether it is ſuch 4a Revelation, as is agreeable 
to the Notions we have of him, and whether 
it has ſuch external Marks and Characters, as 
can aſſure us, it cou'd come from no other 
Hands; All this plainly belongs to the Pro- 
vince of Reaſon, it being impoſſible for a Man, 
Without a particular Revelation, to find out 
which is God's Will, and which is not, with- 
out conſidering the Arguments that make it 
out to be ſo; but this cannot. be done with- 
out. Reaſon, nor ſo well neither without 
Reaſon improv'd, that is, without the Help 
= 7 | BD ot 


20 The Advantage of 


of Learning, which is the greateſt Ornament 
and Advantage of it: And as we can't be 
aſſur'd, which is God's Revelation, without 
conſidering the Arguments and Proofs that are 
brought for it, ſo neither can We think to 
underftand the Senſe and Meaning of Scripture 
by any other Way or Method. God's Re- 
vealed Will, I mean fo much of it, as concerns 
the Belief and Practice of every Chriſtian, is 
very plain and eaſy to be underſtood, and it 
were an Impiety to think otherwiſe : But then 
are not the plaineſt Things to be judg'd of, and 
can this be done without making uſe of our 
Reaſon ? One wou'd take this to be 'a plain 
Caſe; yet as plain as it is, there are a Sort 
Men in the World, that cry down Reaſon an 
Senſe in ſuch a Manner, as indeed ſhews, the 
have very little of them, and who make uſe 
of that little Learning and Reaſon they have, 
to ſhew there is no Occaſion for them in Re- 
ligion: They hear St. Paul ſpeaking againſt the 
Wiſdom of this World, of deſtroying the Wiſ⸗ 
dom of the Wiſe, and of bringing to ' nothing 
the underſtanding of the Prudent, and fo they 
are reſolv'd, if that wou'd ſerve them, to be 
as Ignorant as they can; little conſidering that 
the Chriſtian Religion is the moſt reaſonable 
Religion in the World, and that the Apoſtle 
does not by theſe Expreſſions condemn the uſe 
of Reaſon in Religion, but only the Abuſes of 
it; and that Chriſtianity is ſuch a noble Inſtitu- 
tion, and gave ſuch Evidence of its W 

that 


J 
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that had Men Acted upon Reaſon, and con- 
ſidered the Motives and Arguments for its Cre- 
dibility without Prejudice, they muſt have been 
convinced by them: 80 gain when theſe Men 
find the Apoſtle ſaying, that God hath choſen the 
fooliſh Things of the Warld to e the Wife, 
and that it hath plegs'd God by the | Fooliſbneſs of 
Preaching, to ſave them that believe; they pre- 
ſently cry out, that Humane Knowledge, is 4 
Damning Sin, and that a Man of Parts and 
Learning, cap neither find the Way to Heaven 
himſelf, nor bable toteach others, how they ſhall 
find it: Thea we hear from them, Where is the 
Wiſe ? Where is the Scribe? Where is the Diſputer of 
this World ? Hath not God made fooliſh the Wiſdom of 
this World? True, but he has not confounded 
Reaſon or Human Learning yet: Strange, that 
Men can be fo deluded! Well, we may ſee 
that Ignorance is the Mother of Devotion 
among ſome others, as well as among thoſe of 
the Church of Rowe. But what is it, theſe 
Men wou'd be at? Why, they pretend to ſuch 
reat Influences and Inſpirations of the Holy 
Spirit, that they contemn all Helps of Learn- 
ing and Aſſiſtance of Humane Reaſon; and 
to this purpoſe they abuſe and wreſt ſeveral 
Texts of Scripture; But I ſhall ſhew the Folly 
and Vanity of this, by confidering 
Second, The great Advantage, that Learning 
aftords us in Matters of Religion. If the Lan- 
guages in which the Holy Scriptures are Ori- 
Sinally Indited, Were me underſtood, where 
| 2 


12  TheYAtoantage of 
I wonder, wou'd there have been any Reveal'd 
Religion: So that ũnder God's Providence, the 
Profeſſion of the Chriſtian Religion is owing 
to Human Learning: For: what wou'd have 
ſignified the Words in the Bible, if the Senſe 
and Meaning of them had not been preſerv'd ? 
The Scriptures then indeed wou'd have been 
a dead Letter, if they had not been under- 
ſtood: Tranſlations cou'd never have been 
made, if the Skill and! Knowledge of the 
Original Tongues had been loſt: So that in 
ſhort, theſe Men, how) much ſoever they cry 
down and debaſe Human Learning, are behold- 
ing to this very Thing they contemn, for what 
they know of the Chriſtian Religion; which 
all their vain Pretences to the Spirit, cou'd 
never have kept up, had there been no inge- 
nuous Education and good Literature in the 
World ? Is it not then a ſhame to hear Men 
ſpeak againſt a thing that: is of ſo great Con- 
gern; and to vilify that, which Chriſtians in 
all Ages had in ſo great Eſteem, and made ſuch 
excellent Uſe and Advantage of, for the Ser- 
vice of God and Religion? en ro” 
But beſides this, as plain as the Holy Scrip- 
tures are, there are in them a great many 
Expreſſions, the true Meaning of which, does 
in a great Meaſure depend upon ſuch Uſages 
and Cuſtoms, as are only known to thoſe that 
are acquainted with the Languages, that give 
an account of them: I don't ſay, but that 
the Sum of a Chriſtian's' Belief and Practice, 


Tearning in Religion. 13 
is very plain and: eaſy to be underſtood, but 
he that ſhall go about to explain all Places 
of Scripture without the help of Antiquity and 
Primitive Practice, will, I think, be able to 
pive but a very indifferent Account of it: And 


eſides there wants Judgment and Application 


to ſet the different Texts of Scripture in a true 


Light, the want of which has been too oſten 


a very great Hindrance and -Blemiſh to the 
Chriſtian Religion. The Holy Scriptures have 


been abus d by. Men of the weakeſt as well as 


of the greateſt Capacities, and tis hard to tell, 
whether. Religion has ſuffered more from the 
abuſe of Learning and Senſe, than from Con- 
fidence and:Ignorance : For: with what Fore- 
head can Men pretend to as great Inſpiration 
of the Holy Spirit, as even the Apoſtles them- 
ſelves had: Theſe Men, forſooth, wou'd ſeem 
to do nothing in Religion without an imme- 
diate and extraordinary Motion and Influence 
of the Holy Spirit, and ſo they throw by Learn- 
ing and Reaſon, and one wou'd think even 
common Senſe too: This is nothing with them: 
bat the enticing Words of Man's Wiſdom, Carnal an 
Fleſhly Reaſon, and other ſuch Expreſſions, 
which, though taken out of Scripture, were 
no more intended to vility Human Learning, 
than they were deſign'd to perſwade Men, to 
turn Fools and Brutes. | tt 
But what Evidence, I wonder, do theſe Men 
ive of their Inſpiration? Can they ſpeak all 
4 as the Apaſtles did, and do all thoſe 
38 1 extrordinary 


Dy 


- 
\ 
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extraordinary Things, which diſtinguiſh'd their 
Powers, from what is ordinary and common? 
Our Bleſſed Saviour Appeals to His Miracles, 
for the Proof of His extraordinary Miſſion, and 
he tells the Jews, that if he had not done 
thoſe mighty Works among them, which never Man 
did, they had not had Sin: And His Apoſtles 
us'd all along the fame Method, and therefore 
theſe Deſpiſers of Human Learning, and bold 
Pretenders to Inſpiration, aſſume more to them- 
ſelves, than our Saviour or his Apoſtles offered 
to do: They were forc'd to give ſuch Signs of 
their Inſpiration, as were evident to Senſe, and 
to make appear to the World, that they were 
Ated by the Holy Spirit, by the External 
Demonſtrations of it: But theſe Men wou'd 
have us believe them, without giving any other 
Proof of what they ſay, but of right-down Con- 
fidence and Ignorance : For is there any thing 
in their Diſcourſes, that looks like the Wri- 
tings of the Apoſtles, ſave only a few Scrip- 
ture Expreſſions, which are either brought in 
impertinently, or profanely abus'd : So that in 
ſhort, they may as well decry Religion as 
Learning, there being to an impartial Con- 
ſiderer, as little Signs in them of the Know- 
of the one, as of the other. a | 

I proceed in the Second Place to ſhew the 
Practice of the Apoſtle in this Matter. That 
St. Paul had had the Education of a Scholar, 
we have his own Authority, who tells us, 
that he was bred up at the Feet of Gamaliel : 

| An 
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And that he Had been converſant in Heathen 
Writings, appears from his quoting ſome Paſ- 
ſages out of them! From whence we — 
modeſtly infer that if Human Learni 
no necellaty Q Ualification, as no doubt it wi 
_ in thoſe Days, yet is it no Objection againſt 

God's calling of any Man to His Service. But 
leaſt ſome ou'd* think, that St. Paul, 
after he was called to be an Apoſtle, did 
eondemfi Human U and the Arts df 
moving the Paſſions, 1 ſhall produce Two ex 
Three Inſtances, out of * great many in 


iſtles, that ſeem to equal rhe beſt Com ſures 
o Human — WAH | a 


The Firſt | ſhall be this, Row. A \. Kivowing 
that Tribulation worketh Patiente, and anime Es 
ience, and Experiente Hi 


= ope: Had this - been 


nd in a Heathen Author, we ſhou'd, as one 


obſerves, have call'd it a Climax, the Term of 
Art for ſuch a 1 which is a regular Grau- 
dation from one to another, an is plainly 
to be ſeen in this Pa ge of the Apoſtle. 
1 Cor, iv. St. Paul gives nher admirable Bu 
ſtance of Eloquence : God bath ſer forth as the 
Apoſtles laſt, 4s it were appointed fo Death : For ne 
| we made 4 Spettucle to the World, and to Angels 
and to Men, we are Fools for Chrift ſake, but Je 
ure wiſe in Chriſt: we are weak, but ye are ftt 
ye are honourable but we are deſpiſed : even untbò thi 
preſent Hour, we both hanger and thirſt, and are 
Haked and ure biffered, and have no certain Place; 
un Labour, working vid. our own FHlands: being 


reviled, 


| 
| 
| 
j 
| 
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reviled; we bleſs ;-. perſecuted, wp. ſuffer ; being de- 
fam d, we intreat: me are as the: filth, and ;are-the 
off-ſcourins of Things, unto this Day: If this he 
not Eloquence, I'd, fain know, what is: Tis 
indeed ſo noble a, Piece ef it, that as one ſays, 
he will be bound to equal it mith an bu Paſſage in 
Cicero or Demaſthenes, ev'n agcording to Axi- 
ſtotle and Quintiliams Rules: 2b r. aal 

Laſeh, 2 Cor. xi. 21. We meet with another 
Inſtance of the Eloquence of the A poſtle: I 
Hall take up too much Time in repeating, it; 
but what follows at the 22d verſe, is yet more 
ſurpriſing; who. is meat, and I am not wack? whos 
offended, and ] burn, nor? If I muſt needs glory, I 
will glory of the Things that concern: my Infirmities : 
Here, as the ſame. Author obſerves,” the He- 


roicalneſs of the Apoſtle's Religion inſpires; his 
Stile with a, new. Degree of Sublimity, and 
gives it ſuch a turn of, Grandure, and nobleneſs 
of Thought, as; is unimitable by Pagan Elo- 
quence: And if theſe are ſo Fine in their Tran; 
Pardons: how much nobler muſt, they appear in 
their Originals? Tranllations ſeldom, or ever, 
doing Juſtice to an Author; eſpecially, in the 
Scriptures, which are Tranſlated Word for 
Word, without any regard to Cadence or plea» 
ling. the Ear. 3 e 
I cou'd bring other Inſtances from the Wri- 
tings of the Apoſtle, but I think theſe ſuffi- 
cient to my purpoſe: By which it appears, that 
St. Paul had not ſuch a Contempt for Hu- 
mane Learning, as ſome Men vainly imagine 

1 ut 
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but chought that it might upon Occaſion be 

ſerviceable. in ſome meaſure to Religion. 

I come to the Second General Head, viz., to 
ſhew that notwithſtanding this, qur Faith 

ſtands not in the Miſdom of Men, but in Demonſtra- 

tion of tie Spirit and Power of God. 


And in order to this, I ſhall briefly inquire 
into theſe Three Things. Sean of; 
I. What the . Apoitle means by enticing Words 
of Man's Wiſdom, and by the Demonſtration of the 
Spirit and Power of God. © ED 
II. How theſe by the Apoſtle are oppos'd 
to each other. th en 9 
I. I ſhall ſhew that the Reaſons, upon which 
we believe the Chriſtian Religion to be true, 
are ſolely grounded upon a Divine Authority. 
Firſt, By enticing Words of Man's Wiſdom, the 
Apoſtle: no doubt, means all Rhetorical Proofs 
Or probable Arguments, all Humane Ways and 
Methods of arguing and convincing, ſuch ag 
are to be found in the Writings of Men unaſ- 
ſiſted by any Divine Power, and Supernatural 
Means of making out the Truth and Gertainty 
of: the Thing they aſſert, and in ſhort, the A- 
poſtle's Deſign is to exclude all Humane Me- 
thods in General, from having any Force or 
Power, in ſupporting the Foundation of tlie 
Chriſtian Faith; and therefore, by the Demon- 
ſtration of the Spirit and the Power of God, 
he muſt mean that the Chriſtian Religion ſtood 
ſolely upon the Evidence of Miracles and Pro- 
pheſies, and conſequently that the Faith of every 
Chriſtian is ultimately teſolv'd into the Autho-— 
ory 42 ie Wo rity 
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fon” why we believe-the' Chriſtian: Religi 
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rity and Teftimony of God himſelf. We know; 


that the Apoſtles were his Meſſengers and 


Ambaſſadors to Men, by theſe their extraordi- 
nary and miraculous Powers, and Wwe know 
this to be God's Will, by the mighty Works 
they have done, which is as it were God's ſet- 
ting his Seal to the Truth of it: And therefore 
the Apoſtle tells the Corinthians, that the R 
dom of God is not in Wond-Oue in Poter,” and 24 
Holy 1 

Second, St. Paul 0 5 theſe to each other, 
to ſnew us, that this Foundation and «Grounds 


of our Faith, ſubſiſts not upon Humane but 


Divine Authority, and that we believe the 
Chriſtian Religion to be true, becauſe it has all 
the Signs and Characters of à Divine Reve- 
lation: But this is no more an Argument 
againſt Humane Learning and Renſon in Mats 


ters of Religion, becauſe it was not firſt Found- 


ed by them, than it is an Argument againſt 
making ſe of them; in un — the 


| the Works of the Creation, becduſe the World 


was not at firſt made by them: Fot the Apoſtles 
Deſign is not to run down Human Knbwil 10 
but Only to ſheœ that the Chriſtian Faith 
not founded upon it: In a word, his main end 
is to aſſert the Divine Authority of the Chri- 
ſtian Religion, and chat Human Reaſon and 
Power, had no Hand in the Fountlation* of ir. 
| Therefore, Third our Faith, chat is the . 
10n 
be true, muſt be wholly grounded upon an 
r that is purely Divine: So that not- 
withſtanding, 
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Withſtandiag, we allow that a good eu] may 
be made of Learning, in Matters: Of Religion; 
yet we don't. build our Faith; upon this Founda- 
tion: We confeſs indeed, that we have no im- 
mediate and extraordinary Inſpiration, but 

-withal we believe, that the Apoſtles were 
endow'd with this Power, and that they in- 
dited the Holy Scriptures, by the Help and 
Aſſiſtance of this unerring and; infallible Spi- 
rit, and conſequently, that our Faith ſtands nat 
in the Wiſdom of Men, but in the Power of God. 
I ſhall now make ſome few Obſervations from 
the whole, and fo conclude. © My 

Firſt, Though we don't pretend to an extra» 
ordinary influence of the Holy Spirit, yet we 
believe, and every good Man may have an 
experience of this Truth, that our Power of do- 
ing good, and avoiding ef evil, is owing to God's 
aſſiſting and preventing Grace: It is he that 
works in us, both to Will and to Do, he en- 
lighteneth our Underſtandings in judging, and 
directs our Wills in chuſing that which is Good,; 
and in a word, it is by his Holy Spirit, that we 
are enabled to bring forth the bleſſed Fruits of 
it: For to aſſert ſo far the Freedom of Human 
Actions, as thereby to exclude the Power and 
Efficacy of God's Grace, is certainly to run 
from one extreme into another. Though we 
are not conſcious of the manner of God's Holy 
Spirit working upon our Souls, yet that is no 

| Reaſon, why we ſhou'd disbelieve it: For we | 
neither know, how the -Soul Acts upon the 'Y 
Body, nor indeed how it thinks itſelf: And it | 


C 2 ſeems 


expectec. 
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ſeems plain to me, that the main Difference be: 


twyeen good and bad Men's Actions, proceeds from 
the uſe or abuſe of Grace, for though the Dif- 
ferenee of Parts and Education are to be con- 
ſidered in the Caſe, yet that cannot be the onl 
Reaſon: Becauſe there are of both theſe Sorts, 
I mean, of good and bad Men; and therefore 
the difference does certainly ariſe from ſomethi 
elſe, which I think muſt be from God's Grace, 
8 with the one, and not with the 
other, as they uſe or reject it, according to 


that Freedom which God hath given to Hu- 


mane Actions, without which, Religion cannot 


awell ſubſiſt: Becauſe otherwiſe, we cannot be 


entitled to Rewards and Puniſhments. The 


Learned therefore. have as much: Occaſion for 


God's Grace, as the Unlearned, and the one may 
abuſe it, as well as the other, and the one ſeems 
to have more to anſwer for than the other: For 
to whom more is giv'n, of them more will be 


_- 
= ” 


The Second Obſervation Twow'd make, is this, 


that the beſt and moſt improved Reaſon, ſuch 
as, for Example, was that of the great Socrates, 
is but a weak and uncertain thing to rely upon, 
in Compariſon to that certainty of a future State, 


which is only to be had from Revelation: For 


-that great Man, with all his Study and-Know- 
ledge, cow'd even at his Death, go no further in 
this Caſe, than to ſay, I hope to go hence to good 


Men: But of ths I am not ver) Confident, nor 
does it become any wiſe Man to be ſo: J, ſays 
he, to his Friends, muſt nom Die, and you ſpall Live, 


"ut 
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bat which of us ſhall be in the better State, Gad only 2 
knows : And both he and Cebes, do ingenuouſl 
confeſs, that deſe Things relating to the Soul, 
were disbelieved by the greateſt Part of Man- 
kind: And therefore happy are we, if we are but 
ſenſible of our own Happineſs, that we enjoy 
the clearer Diſcoveries of that ' ever-to-be-valu- 
ed Goſpel, which hath brought Life and Immor- 
tality to light. With what Pleaſure may we 
ſuppoſe, wou'd Socrates have receiv'd this, and 
the reſt of the great Truths of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, for which ſome Chriſtians Now-a-days, 
have ſo mean and low an Eſteem, as to preis 
the Writings of this and other Heathens before 
them. In reading the Writings of the Ancient 
Philoſophers, it is not, I think, the leaſt uſe that 
ought 'to be made of them, to obſerve with 
what uncertainty they treat of Things relating 
to Religion, and how lame they are in their Ac- 
counts of the Worſhip of God, and of the Divine 
Attributes and Perfections: Inſomuch, that an 
ordinary Chriſtian, who has been but moderate- 
ly inſtructed in his Religion, has much better 
Apprehenſions of the true Knowledge and Wor- 
ſhip of God, than can be found in whole Volumes 
of the Heathen Philoſophy: And the Obſervation, _ 
I think, is juſt, that thoſe Philoſophers, who 
liv'd after Chriſtianity was known, had better 
Notions of Religion, and enforc*d the Duties of 
It, with greater Strength of Reaſon, which, if 
true, no doubt was owing to ſome — 
they muſt have had of the Scriptures, and of the 
Practice of Chriſtians, and of the Writings of the 
its 45 © © Profeſſors 
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Profeſſors of this Religion. Let it not then, for. 
ſhame, be laid to the Charge of any Chriſtian, 
to be guilty of ſo great a Sin, as to put a greater 
Value and Eſteem upon the Writings of Men, 
than upon the Word of God: But if there be any 
that are Guilty of this, they have Reaſon to fear, 
that God will deal more ſeverely with them, than 
with thoſe, who have had, as it may be preſum'd, 
much leſs Opportunities to know his Wil. 
The Laſt Obſervation J ſhall make, is this, 
that, as Learning, without Revelation does want 
its greateſt Help and Support, ſo on the other 
Hand, I will ſhew, how far the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion has ſuffered through the want of Learning: 
And of this I will give Two Famous Examples. 
Hirſt, It was to Learning more eſpecially, un · 
der Providence, that we owe the Reformation, at 
which Time, by. the New Appearance of the 
Greek Tongue, which was little known here be: 
fore, and by the Reſtoration of the Latin, which 
had been miſerably Corrupted, thoſe thick miſts 
of Ignorance and Superſtition were diſpell'd, 
which Popery had ſpread over the whole Face of 
Religion in this Kingdom: When the Royal 
Founder of this School, laid the Firſt Foundation 
fora Reformation, and his good Son made a great 
Progreſs in. it, but his Glorious Daughter, the in- 
comparable Queen Elizabeth, that great Orna- 
ment of Learning herſelf, put the laſt finiſhing 
ſtroke to it. Before this Time, there was little 
Learning in Men's Heads, and that little not 
good for much: But the greateſt Part lay upon 
Shelves, and as They were cover'd; over Fick | 
SH is 2 It 
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[Filth and Duſt, ſo was the Kingdom overrun 
with Ignorance and Superſtition. But the Ne- 
ſtoration of Learning, ſoon: made the Errors of 
Popery to waniſh: The Holy Scriptures came 
ledge of the Ancient Cuſtoms and Practices of the 
Primitive Church, made the Neceffity of a Re- 
formation plain and evident. By this Weapon, 
I mean, of Learning, the Church of Rome, 'whs 
beat out of its 8 ＋ 3 TY Which, 
y impoſing upon t ity and Ignorance, 
ME of common People, they ac ſo long 
intrench d and' ſecur'd themielves, and were in d 
Hort Time, wath Shame and Confuſion, forced 
0. quit the Kingdom, where they muſt never 
more expect to enter, till they can reduce us ito 


had well nigh done in that diſmab Confuſibn the 
Nation was in, under the great Rebellion: For 
that they had a — hand and ſhage i thoſe 
Troubles, that befel that bleſſed: King mrs eſpe- 
cially. that they did afterwards all they cou'd; to 
Poiſon his Children with their Superſtition; is 
Ma tter of Fact, and cannot be denied. 


i But Secondly, I ſpeak not this, inc the leaſt to 
excuſe thoſe: Guilty Wretches, who lat thar ſad 
Time, brought the Nation into the utmoſt Con- 
fuſion, and had almoſt deſtroyꝰd the beſt Church 


might with the more eaſe deſtroy both Cy 
F a 
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quickly to be hetter underftood, and the Know- 


the ſame State/of Ignorance again: Which: they 
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all they cou'd, to involve us, if poſſible, in a 


greater degree of Ignorance and Superſtitionoà- 


gain: When by their baſe and impious endea- 
vours, to deſtroy our Schools and Univerſities, a 
ſad and almoſt Total Eclipſe was ſeen in this 
Kingdom, both ot good Learning and true Re- 
ligion: And all this effected, more eſpecially, by 4 
confident pretence to inſpiration, but brought a- 
bout (God fo ſuffering it) by thedole Power-of 
the Sword. But it has pleas'd God, Jong ago, in 
Mercy. to put an end to theſe Confuſions, and to 
reſtore with the Monarchy and Church, the Seats 
of Learning, to their former Flouriſhing Condt 
tion; and let us pray for the long continuance of 


them, and more eſpecially for the School to 


which we owe our Education; which as it has 
the Honour to be of a Royal Foundation, 
it never want a King to Support and Defend it, 
from His preſent Moſt Gracious Majeſty, down 
to late Poſterity; may the Venerable and Reve- 
rend Body, under whoſe Eye and Care it is, long 
Live to inſpect and overſee it: May it always 
have wiſe and able Maſters to inſtruct it, and 
who may be a Credit and an Ornament to it: 
May it continue to encreaſe under the preſent 
worthy Governor: And may it always Thrive, 
may it always Flouriſh 
Jo God the Father, God the Son, and God tht 
| Holy Ghoſt, Three Perſons, but One God, be 
— = all Power, Dominion, Majeſty and 
Malt now and evermore. Amen: 
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and State, and by their barbarous 1ces, — 


